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Vista de exposición. “Cuba series”, 1981. Fotografía B/N gelatino-bromuro de plata impresión LE  
20,3 × 61 cm. Ed 6 + 2 AP (C/U) 
 
 
1981 (el año en que el futuro comenzó), es una exposición de fotografías de Martha Rosler que fueron tomadas en 
1981, un momento clave en la politización neo-vanguardista de su obra. 
 
La exposición plantea un enfoque micro-historiográfico al presentar tres series fotográficas distintas realizadas ese 
mismo año. Cada una de esta series refleja una faceta diferente de las luchas de liberación latinoamericanas que 
fueron el contrapunto del primer surgimiento del neoliberalismo en estos países. En enero de 1981, Rosler visitó Cuba 
como parte de un grupo de artistas e intelectuales (muchos de ellos amigos) en un viaje organizado por Ana Mendieta y 
Lucy Lippard. Poco después, a finales de abril, Rosler participó en el debate sobre "la fotografía como instrumento de 
lucha" en el segundo Coloquio Latinoamericano de Fotografía en la Ciudad de México, que terminó coincidiendo con el 
Primero de Mayo. Rosler se unió a la manifestación de ese día en el centro de la ciudad. Un par de días más tarde, el 3 
de mayo, participó en la marcha contra la intervención estadounidense en El Salvador frente al Pentágono, en 
Washington DC, la mayor manifestación de esa década contra la guerra. 
 
Además de su trabajo fotográfico, los escritos de la artista en ese momento contribuyeron decisivamente a un cambio 
de paradigma en el discurso documental que, en muchos aspectos, estaba ligado a las luchas democráticas en 
América Latina. También en 1981 publicó 3 Works, un libro que recopiló algunas de sus obras claves de la década de 
los setenta, incluyendo The Bowery in two inadequate descriptive systems y The Restoration of High Culture in Chile, 
junto con su influyente ensayo "In, Around and Afterthoughts ... On Documentary Photography” (Traducido al 
castellano como Dentro, alrededor y otras reflexiones. Sobre la fotografía documental). En junio de ese mismo año, 
publicó su reseña del libro de fotografías Nicaragua, de Susan Meiselas. Este fue también un momento crucial 
biográficamente, ya que marcó el regreso de Rosler a Nueva York después de más de una década en California y 
Canadá.  
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Vista de exposición  
 
 

La solidaridad de Rosler con las luchas democráticas latinoamericanas de los años setenta es un elemento 
esencial para entender la politización de su trabajo. Los movimientos revolucionarios se convirtieron en el reverso 
de la moneda del neoliberalismo en los ochenta. Del mismo modo, la "reinvención" crítica de la fotografía 
documental y la reacción contra los primeros síntomas de la ola de regresión política formaban parte de la misma 
agenda ideológica y estética. Retrospectivamente, 1981 representó el fin de la potencialidad, la apertura y la 
experimentación de los años setenta (producto de las políticas públicas progresistas posteriores a 1968 en todo el 
mundo) y el comienzo efectivo de la era Thatcher-Reagan, que determinó todo el panorama político y cultural de 
las décadas posteriores.  

       Vista de exposición. “Washington DC series”, 1981. 78 diapositivas en color. Ed. 6+ 2 AP 
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Vista de exposición  
 
 

Pero, además de su sentido histórico, esta exposición plantea importantes cuestiones a tener en cuenta hoy en 
día. Al adentrarnos en la era de Trump, las imágenes de 1981 adquieren un significado actual y se convierten en 
miembros activos de una conversación entre la artista, la época en la que las imágenes fueron tomadas y el 
pensamiento de los espectadores contemporáneos. Aún más que antes, consumimos el mundo a través de 
imágenes, y cualquier respuesta a ellas está enraizada en nuestro conocimiento social del mundo. Es decir, si nos 
rodeamos de imágenes que enfatizan la estética y la forma de una sociedad neoliberal sobre su dimensión política, 
también alimentarán una sensibilidad imperialista y conformista en todos los aspectos de la vida cultural. En este 
sentido, 1981 (el año en que el futuro comenzó) nos ofrece una arqueología del presente. 
 
Las obras que forman parte de esta exposición no se han visto hasta ahora, a excepción de las fotografías de 
Cuba que se mostraron en 2012 en la galería Mitchell-Innes & Nash de Nueva York y en la galería Raffaela 
Cortese de Milán. 

Vista de exposición. 
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       Exhibition view. “Mexico DF series”, 1981. 20 color photographs. 23 x 30 cm. Ed. 6+2 AP 
 
 
1981 (the year the future began), an exhibition of photographs taken by Martha Rosler in 1981 at a key moment in the 
neo-avantgarde politicization of her work. 
 
Taking a micro-historiographical approach, the show presents three distinct photographic series from that year — each 
reflecting a different facet of the Latin American liberation struggles that were counterpoint to the region’s early 
encounter with neoliberalism. In January of 1981, Rosler travelled to Cuba as part of a group of artists and intellectuals 
(many of them friends) organized by Ana Mendieta and Lucy Lippard. Then, in late April, she spoke at the panel on 
“photography as struggle” at the second Coloquio Latinoamericano de Fotografía in Mexico City, after which she joined 
in the May Day demonstration in the center of the city. A couple of days later, on May 3, she marched to the steps of 
the Pentagon in Washington D.C. as part of the largest anti-war demonstration in a decade, opposing U.S. intervention 
in El Salvador. 

 
In addition to her photographic 
work, Rosler’s writing from this 
period contributed decisively to 
a paradigm shift in documentary 
discourse that was, in many 
respects, tied to the democratic 
struggles in Latin America. In 
1981 as well, she published 3 
Works, a book that compiled 
some of her key works from the 
1970s including The Bowery in 
two inadequate descriptive 
systems and The Restoration of 
High Culture in Chile, alongside 
her seminal 1981 essay “In, 
Around and Afterthoughts... On 
Documentary Photography.”  
 
 

Contact sheets by Esther Parada, II Coloquio Latinoamericano de Fotografía, April, Mexico DF, 1981 
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Detail of the original materials displayed inside the exhibition vitrines. 
 
 In June of that same year, she published her review of Susan Meiselas’ photobook Nicaragua. This was also a crucial 
moment biographically, as it marked Rosler’s return to New York after more than a decade in California and Canada. 
Many of these texts, and others, will be available to view in the exhibition.  Several of her videoworks that center on 
Latin American political themes and events will be screened, including Watchwords of the 80s, a performance about 
the new regime of neoliberalism and its effects on the region. 
 
Rosler’s solidarity with the Latin American democratic struggles of the 1970s is essential for understanding the 
politicization of her work. The revolutionary movements became the opposite side of the coin of 1980s neoliberalism. 
Similarly, the critical “reinvention” of documentary photography and the reaction against the first symptoms of the 
regressive political wave were part of the same ideological and aesthetic agenda. In hindsight, 1981 represented the 
end of the potentiality, openness, and experimentation of the 1970s (a product of post-1968 progressive public 
policies worldwide), and 
the effective beginning 
of the Thatcher-Reagan 
era, which determined 
the entire political and 
cultural landscape of 
subsequent decades. 
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But, simultaneously to its historical edge, this exhibition raises important questions for today. As we enter the Trump era, 
the images from 1981 join the current moment of meaning and become active members of a conversation between the 
artist, the period of time in which they were produced, and the minds of contemporary viewers. Even more so than before, 
we consume the world through images, and any response to them is rooted in our social knowledge of the world. That is to 
say, if we surround ourselves with images that emphasize the aesthetics and form of a neoliberal society over their political 
dimension, they will also breed an imperialist and conformist sensibility across all aspects of cultural life. In this respect, 
1981 (the year the future began) offers us an archeology of the present. 
 
The works presented in this exhibition have remained unpublished until now, with the exception of the Cuba photographs,  
which were exhibited in 2012 at Mitchell-Innes & Nash gallery in New York and Galleria Raffaela Cortese in Milan 

 
 

 

“Mexico DF series”, 1981. 20 Color photographs. 23 x 30 cm. Ed. 6+2 AP 
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“Mexico DF series”, 1981. 20 Color photographs. 23 x 30 cm. Ed. 6+2 AP 
 
 

 

Scanned documents inside vitrines available for public 
consultation 
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EXHIBITION SERIES  
 
Cuba series, 1981 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Manicure, Hair Salon “Ella”, Trinidad, from the Cuba series, 1981 
Fotografía B/N gelatino-bromuro de plata impresión LE  
20,3 × 61 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 

Hotel Havana, from the Cuba series, 1981 
Fotografía B/N gelatino-bromuro de plata impresión LE  
20,3 × 61 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 

Soviet sailors at el Morro, from the Cuba series, 1981 
Fotografía B/N gelatino-bromuro de plata impresión LE  
20,3 × 61 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
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Guerrilleritos de Escambray Kindergarden, Trinidad, from the 
Cuba series, 1981 
Fotografía B/N gelatino-bromuro de plata impresión LE  
20,3 × 61 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 

Hairdressers, Trinidad, from the Cuba series, 1981 
Fotografía B/N gelatino-bromuro de plata impresión LE  
20,3 × 61 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 

Small stores, from the Cuba series, 1981 
Fotografía B/N gelatino-bromuro de plata impresión LE  
20,3 × 61 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
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Revolutionary signs, from the Cuba series, 1981 
Fotografía B/N gelatino-bromuro de plata impresión LE  
20,3 × 61 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 

Street scenes, from the Cuba series, 1981 
Fotografía B/N gelatino-bromuro de plata impresión LE  
20,3 × 61 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
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Cars, from the Cuba series, 1981 
Fotografía B/N gelatino-bromuro de plata impresión LE  
20,3 × 61 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
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Guerrilleros, from the Cuba series  1981 
Fotografía B/N gelatino-bromuro de plata impresión LE  
20,3 × 61 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
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      May Day Mexico DF series, 1981  
 
 
 

 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	   	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

Untitled (May Day México DF series n.31), 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
 
 

Untitled (May Day México DF series n.1’), 1981 
Color photograph 
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
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Untitled (May Day México DF series n.10’), 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
 
 
 

Untitled (May Day México DF series n. 7, 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
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Untitled (May Day México DF series n.15’), 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
 
 

Untitled (May Day México DF series n.17), 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
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Untitled (May Day México DF series n.22b’redo), 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
 
 

Untitled (May Day México DF series n.25, 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
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Untitled (May Day México DF series n.30b), 1981 
Color photograph 
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
 
 

Untitled (May Day México DF series n.37, 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
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Untitled (May Day México DF series n.9), 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
 
 

Untitled (May Day México DF series n.28, 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
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Untitled (May Day México DF series n.6, 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
 
 
 

Untitled (May Day México DF series n.xxA, 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 +2AP 
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Untitled (May Day México DF series n.21, 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
 
 
 

Untitled (May Day México DF series n.xxC, 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
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Untitled (May Day México DF series n.xxD, 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
 
 

Untitled (May Day México DF series n.xxB, 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
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Untitled (May Day México DF series n.xxE), 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
 
 

Untitled (May Day México DF series n.xxF), 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
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Untitled (May Day México DF series n. xxG, 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
 
 
 

Untitled (May Day México DF series n. 15, 1981 
Color photograph  
23 × 30 cm 
Ed 6 + 2 AP 
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Washington DC series, 1981 (Selection) 
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Selection of original documents inside the vitrines 
	  

1. AFTERIMAGE (magazine) – March 1985 
“Reflections on Latin American Photography” 
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2. Cuba Notebook + Photos by Martha Rosler (1981) 
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3. AFTERIMAGE (magazine) – Summer 1982 
“Theses on defunding” by Martha Rosler 
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3. AFTERIMAGE (magazine) – October 1981 

“Interview with Martha Rosler” by Martha Gever 
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4. AFTERIMAGE (magazine) – November 1981 
“Notes on Latin American Photography”, by Esther Parada  
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5. In these t imes (magazine) – June 17-30, 1981 
“A Revolution in Living Color: The Photojornual ism of Susan Meiselas” by 
Martha Rosler 
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6. Social Text (magazine) 

“Seeing, Being, Being Seen: Portrait of Teresa, or Contradictions of Sexual 
Polit ics in Contemporary Cuba” by Jul ianne Burton  
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7.  “Martha Rosler, 3 works: I the restoration of high culture in chi le / I I  the 

bowery in two inadequate descriptive systems / I I I  in, around, and afterthougts 
(on documentary photography), published by The Press of The Nova Scotia 
Pamphlets. Editor: Benjamin B. Buchloh   
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Índex documentos para consultar en la tablet  
 

ID Carpeta / Folder  Contiene / Contains 

1 afterimage_march_1985 AFTERIMAGE (magazine) – March 1985  
“Reflections on Latin American Photography”  

2 cuba_notebook_and_pictures Cuba Notebook + Photos by Martha Rosler (1981) 
3 afterimage_summer_1982 AFTERIMAGE (magazine) – Summer 1982 

“Theses on defunding” by Martha Rosler  
4 afterimage_october_1981 AFTERIMAGE (magazine) – October 1981 

“Interview with Martha Rosler” by Martha Gever 
5 afterimage_noviembre_1981 AFTERIMAGE (magazine) – November 1981 

“Notes on Latin American Photography”, by Esther Parada  
6 in_these_times_chicago_meiselas_1981 In these times (magazine) – June 17-30, 1981 

“A Revolution in Living Color: The Photojornualism of Susan Meiselas”  
by Martha Rosler 

7 social_text_1981 Social Text (magazine) 
“Seeing, Being, Being Seen: Portrait of Teresa, or Contradictions of Sexual 
Politics in Contemporary Cuba” by Julianne Burton  

8 3_works “Martha Rosler, 3 works: I the restoration of high culture in chile / II the 
bowery in two inadequate descriptive systems / III in, around, and 
afterthougts (on documentary photography), published by The Press of The 
Nova Scotia Pamphlets. Editor: Benjamin B. Buchloh   

9 coloquio_latinomaericano_de_fotografia Documentation from the II Coloquio Latinoamericano de Fotografía  
10 wedge Wedge (magazine) – Fall 1982 
11 joaquin_blez “Retratos de los años 20 a 40 en Cuba” by Joaquin Blez + “Disparos de una 

cámara” Fotografías de los años cincuenta en Cuba by Constantino Arias   
12 the_nation_february_1981 The Nation (magazine), February, 14, 1981 
13 the_nation_march_1981 “El Salvador, the Roots of intervention”, The Nation (magazine), March, 1981 
14 the_nation_january_1984 “Special Issue: Central America”, The Nation (magazine), January, 1984 
15 a_decade_of_cuban_documentary_film_1982 “A decade of Cuban Documentary Film. Young filmmakers foundation, new 

York cooperation with the Cuban film institute, Havana, cuba (1972-1982)”.  
16 Economic_situation_mexico_1975 “Review of the economic situation of Mexico”, Banco Nacional de México 

S.A. Volume LI, number 591, February 1975 
17 nacla_abril_may_1986 nacla, report on the Americas (magazine), April/May 1986 

“The Real War, Low Intensity Conflict in Central America” 
18 nacla_enemy_of_convenience nacla, report on the Americas (magazine), number 3 

“Enemy of convenience, The United States vs. Cuba” 
19 gallery_jun_1982 Gallery (magazine), June 1982  

“Our man in El Salvador” 
20 tiempo_abril_1981 TIEMPO (magazine), 27 de Abril de 1981 

“Ser indocumentado en los EE UU” 
21 service_a_trilogy_on_colonization_1978 Martha Rosler: “Service, A trilogy on colonization”, Printed Matter, NY, 1978 
22 socialist_review_n59 Socialist Review: “Recreating Socialism: Nicaragua, Poland and Building 

Classless Societies” n59 
23 upfront_december_january_1981 “Upfront” (magazine), January 1981 
24 fem_num_17 fem (magazine), volumen V No.17  

“Alaide Foppa: El feminismo y la izquierda” 
25 sobre_la_fotografia_cubana_marucha Maria Eugenia Haya (Marucha): “Sobre la fotografía cubana” 

Revolución y cultura (magazine), Mayo 1980 
26 community_murals “Community Mural”, Fall 1981 
27 aperture Letters between Martha Rosler and the editors of Aperture (magazine) 
28 unomasuno Adriana Malvido: “Homenaje a Alaide Foppa en el Coloquio Fotográfico”  

unomasuno (newspaper), April 26, 1981 
29 american_photographer “Letter from Mexico City”, by Katya Mandok 

American Photographer, Nov, 1980 
30 lleter_sara_facio “Letter from Sara Facio to Pedro Meyer”, 29 abril, 1981 
31 lletter_esther_parada “Letter from Esther Parada to Martha Rosler, 8/17/1981 
32 esther_parada_coloquio Esther Parada, text about The Coloquio Latinoamericano de Fotografía 
33 rosler_la_fotografia_como_instrumento_de_lucha Martha Rosler: “La fotografía como instrumento de lucha” 
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34 rosler_list_of_themes_mexico Martha Rosler: list of themes to do at Mexico city 
35 rosler_cuba_foto_slideshow Martha Rosler: “Cuba series (1981), slideshow” 
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www.angelsbarcelona.com 


